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What, Then, Should We Do? 
 

One of the greatest Lutheran theologians of the 20th 
century was a German Lutheran named Hermann 
Sasse. He was one of the first German clergy to rise up 
in protest to Hitler. He was, ultimately, a pastor’s pastor. 
He spent years writing letters around the world to 
different pastors. These letters encouraged men in their 
ministries. These letters spurred discussion about the 
actions that the church-at-large should take in regards 
the continued proclamation of the Gospel. As I was 
reading one of these letters the other day, the following 
passage hit me. In regards to the question of what the 
church should do to stem its decline and seemingly 
certain death, Sasse gives this counsel: 

The third thing, however, that we 
must learn anew is Luther’s 
invincible faith in the power of the 
means of grace. Whatever the 
Church still has and still does should 
not be minimized. But she does not 
live from mercy, or from political and 
social activity. She does not subsist 
on large numbers. When will the 
terrible superstition of the 
Christendom of our day cease that 
Jesus Christ is powerful only there 
where two or three million are 
gathered together in His name? 
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When will we again comprehend that the 
Church lives by the means of grace of the pure 
preaching of the Gospel and by the divinely 
instituted administration of the Sacraments and 
by nothing else? And for no other reason than 
because Jesus Christ the Lord is present in His 
means of grace and builds His Church on earth, 
being even as powerful as ever before in the 
history of the Church – even if His power and 
glory, to speak as our Confessions do, 
are cruce tectum, hidden under the cross (Ap 
VII – VIII 18). Oh, what secret unbelief and what 
little faith we find in the Church that calls herself 
the Church of the sola fide! May God in His 
grace eradicate this unbelief and strengthen this 
weak faith in our souls and renew us through 
the great faith of the New Testament and the 
Reformation. That, and that alone, is the 
manner of overcoming the urgent need of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the greatest 
and weightiest crisis of her history. 

~Hermann Sasse, 1948~ 

In a world where innovation is often valued over 

substance… in a world where fads seem to rule 

the day, may we always strive to keep the 

simplicity of the the Gospel in front of our eyes 

and the eyes of our people. May the certainty of 

the forgiveness of sins and the hope of faith drive 

all that we say, do, and know. May this not be an 

encouragement to laziness, but a reevaluation of 

where the church should always begin. 

Everything we do is to proclaim and lift up those 

certain places where God distributes His good 

gifts to us. It is the place where “for you” renews 

a sinner in sainthood. It is a place where a 

simple word can uplift the soul and conquer the 

prince of this world. Amen and Amen. 

UPCOMING SPECIAL 

SERVICES

Church Pictorial News 
We are using contact information from the old 
directory which was years ago.  If you know a 
family member or someone that has not signed up 
yet please stop at the sign up table and share new 
contact information or cell phone numbers.  We 
want to reach out to all members of the church so 
everyone can be included in the directory.  
Finally, if you haven’t already, see us to today to 
reserve your time for your pictures to be taken!!   
 
Picture days are: 

Wednesday, February 22, 2 PM - 9 PM 

Thursday, February 23, 2 PM -9 PM 

Friday, February 24, 2 PM - 9 PM 

Saturday, February 25, 10 AM - 5 PM  

Wednesday, March 22, 2 PM - 9 PM  

Thursday, March 23, 2 PM - 9 PM 

Friday, March 24, 2 PM - 9 PM 

Saturday, March 25, 10 AM - 5 PM    
 
If you are signing up online please put your address 
in the note section so we have an updated address 
for our church records.   

Thank you for your time,  

The Church Directory Committee 
Debbie Schneider, Katrina Niles, Lois Stache,  
Michaela Prust, and Jamie Wieting  





“I will send down showers in season; there will be showers of blessing” Ezekiel 34:26  



Ladies Aid Report 



Thank you for your 
continued support through 

the use of these items: 

Thank you for the support that you have shown 

our school and community by saving items you 

would normally throw away.  Just to give you 

some facts--boxtops for education including the 

money we received in December of 2016 of 

687.30 our school alone has received a total of $ 

7,391.95 since the program started. From Kwip 

Trip we received over $600.00 since we 

started.  I'm sad to say the Campbell's program 

is ending at the end of this 

school year and we received 

so many wonderful items 

through them. We have 

received books, balls, ipads, 

puzzles, learning tools and 

many more items. As I have 

requested before please submit the UPC's that 

say Labels for Education by May 1st.   

Another program is Tadych's Econofoods and 

we have qualified many times and with money 

received we can use it in connection with our 

computer program at school. Needless to say, 

everything that is saved is helping someone. 

Used eyeglasses (Lions help with that), Caps of 

Love (helps with buying wheelchairs for disabled 

children), and the tabs off of cans help with 

Ronald McDonald House. 

For additional information 

on programs, check out 

the ledge in church by the 

mailboxes. If you have 

any questions contact 

Denise Hinz.  

Men’s Choir 
Men’s Choir began practice 

on January 30th. We will 

be singing on Sunday, 

February 19th. 

As written in the 

Annual Report, we know 

the Men’s Choir was 

started sometime 

during George Albers position as principal, 

beginning in 1900. What an interesting 

history of our choirs beginning. We are one 

of very few Men’s choirs in our district as 

well as the Missouri Synod. However, we 

need to recruit more voices so our choir 

will grow and continue in the future. The 

choir practices will run from January 30th 

through Easter Sunday. 

Donna Lau, 

Director 

The Handbell Choir 

met on January 30th 

at 6:00 pm to set up 

tables and polish the 

bells. On Monday, 

March 13th the choir 

picture for the 

church will be taken. 

We are scheduled to 

play on March 19th. We would encourage 

any of our church members to join us as 

ringers or substitutes. We would welcome 

the help! Call 920-853-3162 if you have 

questions. 

Donna Lau, 

Director

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.grandeparkpta.org//Fundraising/campbells_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.grandeparkpta.org/boxtopstysoncampbells.htm&h=794&w=800&tbnid=M3Ii7Yaz055FsM:&zoom=1&docid=_3KJfaIH-QIsCM&ei=jASSU7zMFI2PyATzu4GwBQ&tbm=isch&
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAQQjRw&url=http://www.ops.org/elementary/westernhillsmagnet/ABOUTUS/PTA/Fundraising/tabid/314/Default.aspx&ei=aQWSU7bbDMeayASF9IKQCQ&bvm=bv.68445247,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE0bKOeL
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