
September 15, 2014

Hello Parents!
You may have heard about our new pet.  His name is Herman and he is a hermit crab.  The children have been 
enjoying watching him crawl around in his cage.  He's not cuddly but he is fun!  We have another busy week 
ahead of us!

Reading: 2nd-The story this week is Henry and Mudge and the Starry Night.  It is a fun story about camping!  
They will bring home more High Frequency words.  Please practice with them.  Also look for the word list that 
has the vocab list for the story.  3rd grade has the story Alexander, Who Used to be Rich Last Sunday.  The 3rd 
grade will also be bringing home their Family times again which has the vocab words.  

Spelling: You may have noticed that your child's spelling list included the challenge words.  Please practice 
those as well.  These words follow the spelling pattern as well and I would like the children to work with them as
well.  In class I am teaching them some fun ways to practice the words.  Last week we practiced rainbow 
writing.  This week we will do Fire and Ice!  Spelling City can still be accessed under Jan Bergelin.

Math: 2nd- This week we will work with doubles strategies, looking at vertical form of equations and learning 
what an equation is!! We will also start working more in depth with types of word problems.
3rd-Look for a family letter to come home from the math series explaining the signature and check up sheets.  
You will need to keep this at home.  You should be able to sign off soon on the 5's! This week we will work with
10's and 9's facts and continue to work with 2's and 5's.  I am very pleased with how both grades are working so 
hard to learn our new math routines!! 

Religion: This week we learn about forgiveness and how God can take a bad situation and use it for good.  We 
will learn about Jacob's ladder and the dream he had.  The children will also hear about Joseph and his brothers.  
We have started a prayer journal.  Each Friday the children will work on a page in their prayer journals.  The 
children illustrate their prayer and add words, by the end of the year they will write their own prayers.  They are 
neat way to see progression of thoughts and what might be going on in your child's life at that time!

Memory: 1)Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go. “Genesis 28:15”
2) For You, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon You. “Psalm 

86:5”
Science: This week the students will learn about plants in the woodlands, prairie, desert, and marsh.  How do 
these plants adapt to their surroundings?  We will look at a map of the US to see where some of these different 
areas might be.  This will help the children to see how many different types of land God made even in our 
country!

Social Studies:  Our lesson this week is about home and school.  What are routines you do at home?  What do 
you do at school? The children will also learn a little about Ruby Bridges a “citizen hero” and how she was 
brave in a scary time in our country's past.  

Reminders:
September 16-the 3rd graders will be going to Heritage Hill in the morning.  Parents please watch Twitter for any
homework announcements. @12rantou 
 
2nd grade parents-We still need some room parents to help plan parties for the year please let me know if you can
help.  1st grade parents if you already spoke with Mrs. Lemke you are covered! The parties are for 5K-2.

Blessings on your week!

Mrs. Amber Beran



Dear 2nd grade parents-
I thought I would send a note separate to you.  I am working with the second graders on a few 
things right now as they adjust to more work and responsibility.  1-writing their names on their 
papers! I have noticed several times some are forgetting to label their papers.  We talked about 
how that needs to be done so I can give the correct grade to the correct person. 2-Slowing down
on work.  Some have been rushing through their work essentially so they can do an activity at 
the rug.  This leads to number 3-fixing errors.  Because some of them are rushing they are 
making more mistakes than they might otherwise make.  Therefore I make them go back and 
fix all the errors.  I am hoping this helps them see if they take their time they will actually have 
more time to read AR or play a game with a friend.  At this point with corrections they make I 
do adjust their score (I won't give full credit even after corrections are made.) The grade will be
an average of the two scores. For example if it was 15/25 after corrections they might have all 
25 correct but I average the 18 and 25.  4-Asking questions if they don't understand the 
directions-sometimes the errors are possible due to not understanding fully.  I always ask if 
anyone has questions after I give directions.  Sometimes students ask...sometimes they might 
get to work and not understand and they can either ask me or a friend. I remind them of that as 
well.

This time of year I know the children are still getting into the groove of things and these things 
can be expected to occur from time to time.  I wanted you to know what we are working on 
together in the room.  As I send more graded assignments home you may notice the fix and 
return and adjusted scores at that time.  They are related to the above mentioned items.  I'm 
hoping to eventually not have as many as the students slow down.  They are a fun group of 
students and they work hard!  Please remind your child of these things as well!

Thank you!
Mrs. Beran


