
St. Nicholas 
 

Of the many saints commemorated by the Christian 
Church, Nicholas (d. A.D. 342) is one of the best known. Very 
little is known historically of him, although there was a church 
of Saint Nicholas in Constantinople as early as the sixth 
century. Research has affirmed that there was a bishop by the 
name of Nicholas in the city of Myra in Lycia (part of Turkey 
today) in the fourth century. From that coastal location, 
legends about Nicholas have traveled throughout time and 
space. He is associated with charitable giving in many 
countries around the world and is portrayed as the rescuer of 
sailors, the protector of children, and the friend of people in 
distress or need. In commemoration of Sinte Klaas (Dutch for 
Saint Nicholas, in English Santa Claus), December 6 is a day 
for giving and receiving gifts in many parts of Europe. 

In modern times, many still celebrate St. Nicholas day 
with the giving of gifts, chocolate coins in stockings or shoes, 
and works of service for the poor and needy. As we look at St. 
Nicholas of Myra today, we also look forward to the one who 
worked not just for temporal aid and comfort, but for eternal 
life and redemption. Jesus, the babe in the manger, comes to 
bring us salvation for our sins.  
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Order of Worship – Compline – pg. 253 
Opening Verses – pg. 253 (Spoken) 
Confession  
Responsive Psalm – 71:1-14 
 
P: In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to 

shame! 
C: In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 

incline your ear to me, and save me! 
P: Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come;  
C: you have given the command to save me, for you are 

my rock and my fortress. 
P: Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from 

the grasp of the unjust and cruel man. 
C: For you, O Lord, are my hope,my trust, O LORD, from 

my youth. 
P: Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; you are he 

who took me from my mother's womb. 
C: My praise is continually of you. I have been as a portent 

to many, but you are my strong refuge. 
P: My mouth is filled with your praise, and with your glory all 

the day. 
C: Do not cast me off in the time of old age; forsake me 

not when my strength is spent. 
P: For my enemies speak concerning me;  
C: those who watch for my life consult together and say, 

“God has forsaken him; 
P: pursue and seize him, for there is none to deliver him.” 
C: O God, be not far from me; O my God, make haste to 

help me! 
P: May my accusers be put to shame and consumed; with 

scorn and disgrace may they be covered who seek my 
hurt. 

C: But I will hope continually and will praise you yet more 
and more. 

 
ALL: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever. Amen  

Hymn – LSB #735 – “Have No Fear, Little Flock” 
 
Reading 

Luke 10:1-9 
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and 

sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and 
place where he himself was about to go. And he said to them, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore 
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as 
lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no moneybag, no 
knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. 
Whatever house you enter, first say, Peace be to this house!’ 
And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. 
But if not, it will return to you. And remain in the same house, 
eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves 
his wages. Do not go from house to house. Whenever you 
enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. 
Heal the sick in it and say to them, The kingdom of God has 
come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do 
not receive you, go into its streets and say, Even the dust of 
your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. 
Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come 
near.’ I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom 
than for that town. 

 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsory – pg.255 (Spoken) 
Hymn – LSB #589 – “Speak O Lord Your Servant Listens” 
Sermon 
Offering 
Prayers – pg. 256 (Spoken) 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Benediction 
Hymn – LSB #826 – “Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying” 


